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Presbytery in Brief – A Summary of the 
131st Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

Tuesday, April 26, 2022 at Montreat Conference Center 
Montreat, NC 

 
In its first face-to-face meeting since the COVID-19 pandemic began two years ago, attendees 
and Presbytery staff re-connected in the lower lobby of Anderson Auditorium before the 
Presbytery meeting convened at 9 a.m. in the auditorium.  It was obvious everyone had missed 
personal interaction with one another.  It was also obvious that a pandemic cannot keep good 
work down! 
 
Moderator Ms. Sarah Thornburg called the meeting to order with a welcome and prayer of 
invocation.  These were followed by an acknowledgement that the land on which we were 
meeting were originally the lands of the Catawba, Sugaree and Cherokee peoples. 
 
After the call to order, welcome and prayers, Moderator Thornburg and Stated Clerk Rev. Dr. 
Cam Murchison addressed the regular front-end business of the Appointment of Standing 
Committees, Recognition of Elders Attending for the First Time, Visitors, and Corresponding 
members, certification of the quorum, approval of the day’s docket, and the consent agenda.  
Much of the consent agenda comprised the Stated Clerk’s report.  No items were removed from 
the Stated Clerk’s report for discussion or vote; two overtures were addressed in a special Bills 
and Overtures report.   
 
Rev. Jill Isola, chair of the Peace and Justice committee, shared that the Presbytery has already 
received $25,000 for the committee’s Medical Debt Relief initiative, which will relieve over 
$2.5M of medical debt within the bounds of the Presbytery.  The Presbytery received an 
additional $1,492 from the offering that followed the morning’s worship service.  Indeed, this is 
something to celebrate! 
 
The Service of Worship began approximately 9:30 a.m. Rev. Kim Wells of New Hope, Asheville 
preached on Rev. 2:1-7.  Her sermon, titled “I Know,” was about how Jesus knows how tired we 
are from the work, toil, and patient endurance of trying to do church work in a pandemic when 
people were required to stay home and some of whom are not returning as churches re-open and 
try to find their stride in a world and society where things have changed.  Rev. Wells’ riveting 
sermon spoke meaningfully to attendees, who seemed relieved by the reminder that Jesus hears 
their worries and weariness.  Jesus challenges us to recall the centrality of love we had at first 
and return to that; Jesus says to reorient ourselves to God’s inexhaustive supply of love; God is 
like the father who runs to meet his prodigal son (us), when exhaustion and pessimism take us on 
a journey. 
 
The day’s other business commenced after the service and a brief Speak-Out session, with a 
report from General Council by Rev. Dr. Hal Bennett, chair.  General Council made the 
recommendations regarding approving previous actions taken in virtual meetings and adopting 
changes to the Standing Rules that authorize future virtual meetings when needed. Both were 
adopted by the body by common consent: 
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• Committee on Ministry:  Mr. James Taylor, chair, introduced new member Susan 

Verbrugge as Hospice Chaplain at Care Partners Asheville.  Rev. Verbrugge greeted 
attendees and spoke about the power of God and how it can be known in the world.  
Incidentally, Rev. Verbrugge is the first pastor the Presbytery has received in a face to 
face meeting since 2020! 
 
A recommendation from the Committee on Ministry regarding a process for 
recommissioning a Commissioned Pastor who has ceased serving in a specified ministry 
to a different ministry. was approved without objection.  The revised process is detailed 
on page 29 of the Presbytery meeting packet.   

 
• Bills and Overtures committee:  Rev. Dr. Allan Purtill, chair of the committee (whose 

other members were Edwin Lewis and Emily Wilmarth), reported on two overtures that 
had come to this meeting.  One overture from our Peace and Justice Committee was titled 
“Living in Healthy Relationships Free of Violence and Coercion.”  The other overture 
from the Session of Trinity Presbyterian Church was titled “Declaring the Time is Now to 
Cherish, Cut Carbon, and Speak Up.” Details about these overtures are located on page 
17ff. of the Stated Clerk’s Report (Stated Clerk Attachments 2 and 3).   

 
The Presbytery voted to concur with both overtures, meaning that the topics are 
worthy of discussion at General Assembly seeking the voice of the entire denomination.  
Interestingly there was no discussion about these overtures at this meeting of the 
Presbytery. 

 
 
No other business required voting; therefore, the meeting continued with various reports, the 
highlights of which follow (readers may continue and are advised to have the Presbytery 
meeting packet handy for more information; or they may skip to page 6 if they were present 
at the meeting):   
 
• Artisan Church:  Reed Conley, organizing pastor of Artisan Church, showed a video of 

that church’s activities, featuring examples of five characteristics of the church: new, 
worship, service, creation, and community. 
 

• Congregational Development Division – Evangelism:  An Evangelism retreat is being 
scheduled for April 24, 2023, the day before next year’s April Presbytery meeting at 
Montreat.  Other committees of the Presbytery are being invited to provide their own 
seminars, training, or information on the same date in the same setting.  Rev. James 
Holeman, chair, wrote that “with a greater variety of ways people could fellowship, 
encourage ministries, and hear information about our shared work and mission, such a 
retreat would have greater attendance.” 
 

• Guatemala Partnership:  Staff member and Guatemala Coordinator Marie Connelly de 
Palacios reported that the Presbytery has given more than $55k to help people in 
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Guatemala during the pandemic.  Her report included suggestions for ways for 
congregations to engage with the Partnership: 
‒ Participate in the Microloan project 
‒ Men in the Mirror 
‒ Five-Cents-A-Meal (which has raised a lot for relief work in Guatemala) 
‒ Education 
 
The Presbytery is assessing interest and planning for a year-end delegation trip to 
Guatemala.  Tentative dates are either Nov. 10-17 or Dec. 1-8.  Interested parties may 
contact Marie Palacios at pwncguatemala@gmail.com 
 
Anyone having questions after having read the report in the Presbytery meeting packet 
(pp. 37-41) may visit https://www.presbyterywnc.org/missionguatemala-partnership 
rather than calling Maria, if possible. 
 

• Hunger Committee – Virginia Bradford, chair, reported that the Five-Cents-a-Meal 
program has been renamed to Daily Change.  In the past, the Presbytery had more 
funds available than grant requests; however, over the months and years, gifted monies 
have not kept pace with pre-pandemic participation and are no longer keeping pace with 
the growing demand among our neighbors in need.  Also, while the suggested gift of five 
cents per meal has not changed in decades, the cost of living and price of food has 
certainly increased.  Therefore, congregations are encouraged to set aside an appropriate 
tithe at every meal and gather them monthly.  Congregations are asked to send their meal 
tithes to the Presbytery and earmark them “Daily Change.”  See p. 42 of the Presbytery 
meeting packet. 
 

• Mission Committee:  Rev. Dr. Steve Aschmann, chair, reported that affordable housing is 
a top priority.  The committee is researching this issue and encourages congregations to 
dive into the breadth, depth, and complexities of affordable housing in their communities. 
 
There is also a PDA mission trip to the Canton area May 1-7; the group will work for 
Habitat for Humanity.  The cost is being subsidized by the committee at $25/week and 
$10/night and $0 for day workers.  Groups who cannot attend for the week but want to 
volunteer another time are encouraged to contact Sabrina (Bree) Williams at 828-476-
6009 or email drvolunteers@wnccumc.net. 
 
The method of donating to Mission Co-Workers was updated by the Presbyterian World 
Mission.  Effective January 1 of this year, the entire denomination may support all 
mission personnel through one fund called “Mission Personnel Sending and Support 
(Account #E132192).  The new method helps co-workers who are not as adept at 
fundraising as others.  See the Presbytery meeting packet pp. 44-46. 
 

• Peace and Justice Committee:  Rev. Dr. Steve Runholt, committee member, discussed the 
settling of Afghan and possibly Ukrainian refugees.  Congregations wanting to participate 
need to organize a group of 10-12 volunteers and a leader to be the main point of contact.  

https://www.presbyterywnc.org/missionguatemala-partnership
mailto:drvolunteers@wnccumc.net
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Congregations should also understand that the resettlement initiative is not a short-term 
project.    
 
Runholt spoke about the initiative RIP Medical Debt, the intent of which is to forgive 
medial debt rather than collect on it.  RIP Medical Debt is a non-profit organization that 
purchases debt from debt collectors in bundled portfolios.  Through their work, $1 
donated abolishes $100 of medical debt; to that end, the committee is seeking $10k total 
from congregations in the Presbytery.  Evenly divided, that comes to $100 per 
congregation.   
 
See the Presbytery meeting packet pp. 47-49 for more information about Peace and 
Justice committee activities.   
 

• Ukraine:  Following the Peace and Justice committee report, meeting attendees heard 
from Rev. Dr. Robert Gamble, representative of the nonprofit This Child Here.  Gamble 
was recently in Ukraine as the Russian invasion began.  Gamble spoke briefly of his 
experience and then described what various organizations are doing to support Ukraine to 
provide rhythm, safety, art centers, and other projects intended to make the people feel 
hopeful and loved.  Gamble said love helps bear the burden of war and that war makes 
love precious.  He added that what’s most personal is most universal.  Tremendous food 
for thought for those of us who are not faced with war every day. 
 

• Christian Education Committee:  Rev. Julie Hester directed attendees’ attention to a table 
sponsored by the committee in the foyer of the auditorium.  The table featured resources 
and some free items.  Church educators may find more information at the Presbytery web 
site (www.presbyterywnc.org, Faith Formation link).   
 
Christian Education committee points of contact are Betty Davenport and Vivian Hare.  
See pp. 51-52 of the Presbytery meeting packet.  
 

• Youth Committee:  Ms. Beth Gunn, Presbytery Associate for Youth Ministry, requested 
that Presbytery attendees personally invite youth to join PWNC Youth.  Youth 
activities for this year are noted on page 53 of the Presbytery meeting packet and 
information about the presbytery’s Youth Council is noted on page 54.  See page 55 for a 
doodling exercise for all ages! 
 

• Finance Committee:  Mr. Charles Sellers, chair, noted that the Presbytery is on track 
financially.  See pp. 56-58 of the Presbytery meeting packet for summaries.  Those 
desiring detailed information may contact the Presbytery office at 828-438 4217 or email 
lpressley@presbyterywnc.org. 
 

• Building H.O.P.E. Initiative:  Mr. Melvin Meares walked meeting attendees through this 
initiative’s progress since its inception in 2013.  A lot has been done at Camp Grier, 
which is now seeing increased enrollment.  $1,483,494.48 remains available for requests.  
Meares thanked the congregations of the Presbytery for their participation in and 
generosity with this initiative.  Details are on p. 59 of the Presbytery meeting packet. 

http://www.presbyterywnc.org/
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• Report of the General Presbyter:  In a video to meeting attendees, General Presbyter Rev. 

Dr. Byron Wade thanked the Presbytery staff for operating the Presbytery smoothly 
during his absence.  Wade is particularly grateful for Stated Clerk Rev. Dr. Cam 
Murchison working in the role of temporary General Presbyter in addition to his regular 
role.  Wade spent recovery time discerning God’s direction for the Presbytery.  He is 
exploring support of pastors and leaders and will visit with therapists to see how he can 
make them available to pastors and church leaders who have worked hard through the 
pandemic and may need such support.  Wade’s report is on p. 60 of the Presbytery 
meeting packet. 
 

• 249th Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Stated Meeting:  The Synod is changing its focus from 
awarding grants to requests regarding facility repairs and physical plant matters to 
awarding grants to requests involving ministry.  See the report by Ms. Dot Descieux on 
page 61 of the Presbytery meeting packet for other information. 
 

• Presbyterian Women of the PWNC:  See p. 62 of the Presbytery meeting packet for 
information about activities of the Presbyterian Women. 
 

• Next Church:  Registration is open now for this conference, which will be at 
Montreat May 16-18.  See p. 63 of the Presbytery meeting packet. 
 

• Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs):  See pp. 64-66 of the Presbytery meeting packet for 
information on their activities. 

Other reports are included in the Presbytery meeting packet so that you may know that the 
Presbytery and its committees continue serving the people of Western North Carolina despite 
rain, snow, sleet, heat, dark of night or pandemic. 

 
Prayers of Intercession were offered by Rev. Tempe Fussell, First Franklin.  
 
All of the day’s business, after two years of not meeting in person, was conducted and the 
meeting adjourned by Moderator Thornburg TWENTY MINUTES AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
(11:40 a.m.), which was marvelous in our eyes! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Rev. Melissa Upchurch, Marshall Presbyterian Church 


